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ANSWERS and marking system

1 What is the difference in the position of thegoe between close and open

vowels? How do we show this difference on the voolart? 4%

NB “tongue” (nottounge!).

Close vowels are pronounced with the tongue mghe mouth, and open with
the tongue low. This is shown by placing the vowedgh or low on the vowel
chart.

Note: the teeth and jaw do not necessarily opérclose. It's the position of the
tongue which is important.

2 What is the difference in the position of thegoe between front and back
vowels? How do we show this difference on the veebelrt? 4%
Front vowels are pronounced with the tongue thiarstard towards the lips, and
back vowels with the tongue retracted towards #ekbOn the vowel chart front
vowels are placed on the left, back vowels on idplat r
Note: it was not necessary to mention roundintheflips. Although in European
languages front vowels are typically unrounded laack vowels typically
rounded, this is by no means always the case.

hign (close)

This figure
is for both
guestions 2
and 3.

front back

low (open)

3 Draw the vowel chart and show the positions effEinglish ‘pure’ tense vowels
(i.e. not the diphthongs). Give their symbols. 5%
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4 a What English (RP or GA) vowel is lax, centratl open ? 2%
A
b What English (RP or GA) vowel is tense, cdrdaral mid? 2%
3
¢ What English (RP or GA) diphthong rises fromogpen back position towards
a close back position? 2%
auv
5a Underline the words with STRUT-vowels in thddwling list: 5%

fond wander London brother bother wonder country gonetough come
These words are 1Andan, brada, wande (“‘wonder”), kantri, taf,
kAm
all with STRUT (A).
10 words, minus 1/2 for each mistake.
If you got both “wander” and “wonder” wrong, | only gave 1 mistake.

b Do the other (not underlined) words in this &b have the same vowel (both in
GA and RP) ? Write “Yes” or “No”: 2%

This question was badly phrased: | should haveewit(whether in GA or RP)".

SO I HAVE NOT INCLUDED THIS QUESTION IN THE MARKINGinstead all
exams were marked to 98%, and then recalculatéd Lp0%.

Many people answered “NO” because of course theyar pronounced the same in
GA and RP. But the answer | was fishing for was SYE they all have the same
vowel - LOTp in RP, PALMa in GA These words are:

fond fond|lfand/, wanderwondas |[l[wandar/, bother bod s llbad ar/,

gone gonllgan/

Note:

wonder= be surprised, unsure abowtynda(r)

wander= move around without a fixed directiompnda [lwandar

6 Give the PLACE, VOICING and MANNER of the initieonsonants in the
following words: 5%
Minus 1/2 for each mistake
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1 noble  alveolar nasal (n)

2 photo  labiodental fortis ficative (f)

3 cheese post-alveolar fortis affricate (if)

4 these  dental lenis fricative ()

5share  post-alveolar fortis ficative ()

6 walk bilabial approximant (with secondary velar articulation) (w)
7 union palatal approximant

8 quarrel velar fortis plosive (k)

9 dear alveolar lenis plosive (d)

10 grass velar lenis plosice §)

7 What are the eight fortis/lenis pairs of Engltsimsonants? 3%
p-b, t-d, k-g, f-v, ©(p)-6, s-z, [-3, - d3

8 In the following list, UNDERLINE the words in w¢h tense vowels are affected
by fortis clipping. 5%
weight agemake look coachstone blues lightvoice pit teach patch
(note that look, pit and patch have lax vowelsy,1,2e)

9 Mark unvoiced r and | in the following words Wyiting < below them
T 5%
imply grey strange d ug glow tf ee d ot pless blink spring
minus 1/2 for each mistake

10 Explain: leu/ — {[DU] I_/l/ 4%
[ou]

The phonemesks/ is realized as (appears as, becons) pefore /I/, and$u]
elsewhere.

11 Add the s-ending (-s, -z or -iz) to the folloginoun and verbs: 5%

flock-s race-z reply-z rare-z mime-z teach1z doctor-z leap-s fire-z fix-1z
The word rare is of course neither a noun or a verb, and so doest usually take
the s-ending - my mistake. But | let it stand, bea#se you could conceivably use it
as a verb - “He always rares my steak” - and the pot is that even nonsense
words such asrunk or trinch would automatically follow these rules.

12 Add the past tense ending (-t, -d or -id) toftll®wing verbs: 5%
seed1d betray-d work-t pitch-t clap-t store-d fail-d rate-1d brighten-d crazed

13 Here is a description of Linking R in non-rhd&igtish accents :
When a word which ends in silent -r (e.g. far) isdllowed by another word
which begins with a vowel (e.g. far away), the -sino longer silent.
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This description relies on writing, for it refdsthe written r in far. Give a short

explanation, which does not refer in any way towhigten form of the word, of

Linking R in non-rhotic British accents. Your degtion should explain exactly

under what phonological conditions it occu&ve examplesYou do not need to

discuss “intrusive r”. 4%
When a word (or syllable in a word) ends in a haghk vowel €:,0:,3:,8 or the
centring diphthongs) and the next word (or syllablegins with any vowel, /r/ may
be inserted between the two vowels. Examples: Pegerd John , law/r/ and order,
fear/r/ing, draw/r/ing.

14 What are the two (2) main differences betweerRR pronunciations of the
words code and coat? 4%
» Code ends in the lenis plosive /dteat ends in the fortis plosive /t/.
* The vowels are the same in both worals), but the vowel ircoat is shortened
or clipped.

15 A student wrote ‘importent’ instead of ‘imparta Say whether you think s/he is
more likely to be a second-language learner ottimenapeaker of English.
Explain clearly why you come to this conclusion. 4%

This is most likely to be a native English speakédrp pronounces the final syllable

in both words the same, with a schwar(t). This mean that s/he may not know

whether it is spelled -ant, -ent, -ont, -ount, vere other spellings, and s/he has
simply chosen the wrong spelling.

Many people answered that this native English spreatas simply writing the
word as it is pronounced, but this is not so. Tleedasnot pronounced withent,

I.e. with the DRESS vowel, and “ent” is no moreelikto show the correct

pronunciation than “ant”. The problem is that thisren fact no unambiguous way to

show the soundchwa in English spelling!

16 Is the English phong/ a phoneme or an allophone? How can we demonstrate
this? 4%

It is a phoneme. This can be shown by minimal paich asin-sing (SIn-sin) or

Ron-wrong (ron-ro n), where the sound-change is significant.

In Shakespeare’s day it was an allophone, singeitiveas only a version of /n/

which occurred before a velar (/g/ or/ k/). Sinert, however, the /g/ has often

disappeared following .

17 Answer EITHER (a) OR (b): 4%
a Change the following GA transcription into RP:

'mador on 'fader 'kald es an 8o 'foun

'madoar an 'fade 'koilld as pn ds 'faun
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b Change the following RP transcription into GA:
do 'monste 'ta:nd an 'aiskt mar 'feun 'nambe
do 'manster 'tarnd en 'askt mar 'foun 'namber

18 Underline the words in the following which mage
their initial h in R.P.: 4%
What hashappened tohim? | hopehe's had the chance to holdher hand.
Three points to bear in mind here:

 The verbhadis a lexical, stressed verb, which does not haveneak form.
Only the unstressed auxiliary verbhave has a weak form. Distinguish
betweenJoan has her chance ('hae z)
and Joan haslost her chance (8z 'lpst)

* Many English speakers in England may also drop tha in happened, had,
hoped, hold, hand - but this is not an RP, GA or Scottish pronunciabn,
even in fast speech.

* Some people marked the (spelled) in What and chance. But there is no
/h/ to drop in these words. This was not a trap omy part - it simply never
occurred to me!

19 Mark in the sentence stresses in the followiagsage. Spaces have been added:
they are not necessarily for stresses. You cansghthe RP or the GA version.
5%
RP
ot o 'baut 'siks o 'klpk 1t 'stait 1d te 'sneu | ar 'didnt
'wont tu @ 'lam 'eni wan | seu ar 'left br 'for 1t waz
'tur 'lert
GA
ot @ 'baut 'siks o 'klak 1t 'start 1d te 'snou | ar 'didnt
:want te @ 'larm 'eni wan | sou ar 'left br 'for 1t waz 'tu
lert
Same stresses in RP and GA. Minus 1 for each neist&kmistakes = 0).

20

Transcribe the following passage phonemically. 8%

In you transcription, make sure you are using wWeaks wherever they are likely to
oCcur. 5%

Say clearly whether you are transcribing in RP &t G

Somewhere, at the back of my mind, | had forgottethe story that we had all
been told, but nobody could ever remember. What wathe meaning of this
old tale?

In the following, | have underlined the weak forms. have also shown stresses,

although you were not required to do this.

RP
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'sanmwear (rbecause a vowel follows)at 68 'baek av mar 'maind ar
od fo'gotn ('goten) 68 'storri 6at wi ad 'ol bin (bin, biin)
'touvld bat 'neubpodi (-badi) kud (kad) 'eve ri'membs 'wot
woz 8o 'miinin av 'd1s 'auld 'teil

GA

'snmwer ot 8o 'baek av mar 'maind ar ad for'gatn ('gaten)
do 'stori ('stari) 8ot wi ad 'al bin (bin, biin) 'tould bat
'noubodi (-badi) kud (ked) 'ever ri'membar 'wat wez &a
'mirnin av '61s 'ould 'terl

total: -200%©8% (5b removed)



